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ELeTTRE CIRCULAIRE gue 


_ PEmpereur a envoite d ſa 
Miniſtres dans les Cours 


- Etrangeres. 


CHARLES VII. Se. Oc. 


L vous ſera fans doute tombe entre 
les mains deux Lettres Circulaires 

imprimees & publicesa Vienne, lune 
du 13 Juin, & Vautre du 18 Juillet 


dernier, & dont tout le contenu, ſelon 
J'uſage ordinaire de cette cour, ſe trouve 


rempli a chaque ligne d' imputations fans 


fondement & contraires à la verite, ou de 


recits mechans & frivoles. 

Comme Nous ſommes perſuade, que le 
public, & particulièrement tout l' empire 
Germanique Ecoit deja depuis long- tems 


fuatigueé des fauſſes & malignes imagina- 
tions, que repand en grand nombre la 


© mc effrence. de l'ecrivain de Vienne, 
ous avions lieu d'eſperer, que la cour 
de Vienne elle - mème en auroic horreur; 


7 N & 
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The Emperor's CIRCULAR 
LETTER to his Miniſters 
44 F _ Courts. 


T HERE have no doubt fallen 
* at Vienna, the one dated the 
according to the ordinary cuſtom of that 


S s VI. Ge &c. 
into your hands two Circular 
Letters printed and- publiſhed 
th of June, and the other the 18th. of 
70 laſt, the whole contents of which, 
court, are every line of them fill'd witn 
imputations groundleſs and contrary to 


truth, or with facts frivolous in them- 


| ſelves or miſrepreſented. - 
As we are thoroughly perſuaded that 2 
the public in general and the whole Ger- 
man Empire in particular, was long ago 
fatigued with the falſe and malicious in- 
ventions which fall with ſuch facility | 
from the invenom'd pen of the unbridled. 
ſcribe at Vienna; we had reaſon to hope, 
that even that court itſelf had been aſham- 


A 2 E. 


9 4 .® » 


& Nous 


| Vienne, ' 


(15), 


y etions d' autant plus fondes, 


welle a toujours témoigné par les plus 
he declarations, qu'elle aime ar- 


demment le verice: que tout ſon deſir, 


tous ſes ſoins, tous ſes efforts tendent a 


retablir la paix, la tranquilite & l' union, 


ou du moins A prevenir une plus grande 


alienation entre les eſprits, deja _ par 


la 2 guerre. 


is, depuis qu'en effer Nous ayons 


 Eprouve de plus en plus, d'une maniere 


auſſi chagritante que deplorable, que les 


 ecritures de Vienne, auſſi fauſſes que fri- 


voles, bien loin de ſe contenir enfin dans 


les bornes convenables, n'en deviennent 


ne plus licencieuſes; qu'on ne fait par- 
. que jetter de Ihuile dans le feu; & 
u 8 debitant continuellement des choſes 


fans réalité, qui n'ont pas meme de la 
vraiſemblance, on cherche à exciter d' in- 
juſtes ſoupgons, & à ſemer la defiance . 


qui en eſt une . 9 | 


' 


= Y 
quoiqu's regret, d'expoler au grand jour 
2 quoi ſe réduiſent les nouvelles 1 imputa- 


Nous nous trouvons obliges 


tions & les reptoches indecens, qu'on 


fait dans les deux eet its mentionncs. de 
Rien ” 


C * * 
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(3) 
ed of them, and we had the rather ail 
ſo to think, becauſe it has always teſtified. 
by the moſt ſpecious declarations its ar- 
dent affection for truth, and that its ſole 
deſire, all its cares, all its efforts were 
bent to the re-eſtabliſhing peace, tranqui- 
lity and union, or at leaſt to prevent a 
ter alienation of ſpirits, already but 
too much ſharpen'd by the preſent war. 
But ſince that we have in effect diſco- 
vered more and more, in a manner the 
moſt affecting and deplorable, that theſe 
writings from Vienna, equally falſe and 
frivolous, inſtead of being at laſt eonſin d 
within juſt bounds, become rather moro 
licentious, as if nothing was ſought there- 


by but co throw oil into the fire, and by 


publiſhing continually things nor only 
void of reality, but alſo void even of the 
appearance of truth, purely to excite un- 
juſt ſuſpicions, and to ſow diſtruſt and 
diſſention as the natural conſequence of 
ſuch acts. | 
We Sende find ourſelves obliged 

this conduct, though with the utmoſt 
regret, to ſet in a true and ſtrong lighe 

_ thoſe new imputations and indecent te- 
proaches that are chrown out in the wa 
al . writings from Vienna. 
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 otats' hereditaires; de declarer ennemies 


(4) 


Rien m'eſt plus contraire à la verits, 


ni plus abſolument faux, que ce qu'on 
avance dans V'une & dans l'autre Lettre 
Circulaire de Vienne touchant la fortreſſe 


de Philipsbourg, & que ce qu'on veut im- 


puter à ce ſujer a notre Veld- Marechal 
Comte de Serkendorf,” commandant nos 


 armeesen chef; comme ſi, au mepris de 


ſon ſerment & de ſon'devoir, il avoir ofe 


- en abuſer avec ingratitude contre un etat 
conſiderable de FEmprre. 0 


Car, comme on ne ſauroit diſconvenir, 
u' un empereur Romain, legitimement 


lu, en qualité de chef, & de general ſu- 
prème de Empire, n'ait, en vertu des us 
ages & de la conſtitution de I' Empire 
| Germanique, un droit inconteſtable de 
mettre dans les forterefles de 1 Empire 


des garniſons de troupes imperiales & de 
celles du cerele, en nombre plus ou moins 


grand; d' inſtaller, de ſa puiſſance & au- 


tor itè imperiale, un commandant des gar - 
niſons qui y ſont, & d'en prendre le ſer- 
ment de -fidelite:: de mème perſonne ne 
6aviſera de ſoutenir, que cette hautepre- - 
rogativeimperiale perd 1a force & ſon effet 
des qu'il pla it à une cour de Vienne de faire 
la guerre à l'empereur; de lui ravir ſes 


les 
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(4) 
There can be nothing more contrary 
to truth, or more abſolutely falſe, than 
what is advanced in the one and the other 
Circular Letter from Vienna, with reſpect 
to the fortreſs of Philips burg, and what is 
imputed on that ſubjet to our Field- 
Marſhal Count Seckendorff, Commander 
in Chief of our armies, as if in contempt of 
his oath. and his duty he had dared to 
abuſe it, and that in the moſt ungrateful 
manner, againſt a very conſiderable ſtate 
or the Empire... > 4 
For as it cannot be denied that a Ro- 
man Emperor lawfully elected, in quality 
of Chief and ſupreme General of the 
Empire, has, in vertue of the uſages and 
cuſtoms of the Germanick Empire, an 
inconteſtable right to put into the for- 
treſſes of the Empire, garriſons of impe- 
rial troops and thoſe of the circles, in 
number more 'or leſs, to inſtal by his 
power and authority imperial a comman- 
dant of thoſe garriſons, whoever he be, 


and to take from him an oath of fidelity: 


no body ſure will have the face to ma in- 
tain that this high imperial prerogative 
loſes irs force and its effect, whenever it 
ſhall pleaſe a court of Vienna to make 
war againſt an Emperor, to raviſh from 
him his hereditary dominions ; to declare 


3A imperiag 
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| 2 troupes imperiales ſelon. ſon bon plaiſir; 
dee violer 4 leur égard des capitulations 
= ſolemnelles; de ſe ſaiſir de ceux qui ont 
= ent apres Vexpiration du tems pre- 

3 2 par la capiculation pour leur liberte; 


de les trainer, charges de fers, hors des 
ctats heredicaires de Vempereur, & hors 
es terres de! Empire; de les confiner pri- 


ſonniers au fonds de la Hongrie, & de les 
ſhi perir- de faim & de miſere ; d'en- 


riendre toutes les loix de la guerre & les 


 Uroits des gens; d'attaquer les troupes 


imperiales qui ſe tiennent ſur la ſimple 
5 467 non obſtant les declarations 
faites de part & d' autre de ne point com- 


mertte d'hoſtilices dans les pays, qui ne 
prennent point de part a cette guerre ; de 


tomber ſur elles, contre les loix de la 
guerre, ſous le pretexte frauduleux d'erre 
po ; ETallumer de propos deliberc le feu 


de Ia guerre dans Ces memes Etats de I 


Empire; de pourſuivre des 4 & 
des gardes ayancees juſques ſous le canon 
2 a Ws barrieres interieurs d'une 


Fortereſſe de ! Empire; & meme den vou- 


loir attirer debors le garniſon imperiale 


Au la garde, quoigue d'ailleurs de la part 


e cette forteteſſe on ait toujours oblerve. 
Ja plus exacte neutralice,. juſqu'a laiſſer 
aller les points de battgaux du parti 5 
W 


* 
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imperial troops enemies at pleaſure, t 
mp Ch e to him, the oft o. 
lemn capitulations; to ſeize on thoſe wha 
have capitulated after the time preſcri a 
by the capitulation for ſetting them at 
liberty; to drag them, laden with irong, 
out of the hereditary dominions of the 
Emperor; to confine them in the very 
remoteſt parts of Hungary; to ſuffer them 


to per iſh there thro' want and milery ; to 


infringe all the laws of war, and rights of 


nations; to attack imperial troops, when 


they were merely on the defenſive, not- 
withſtanding the declarations made on 
one ſide and on the other, not to commit 
hoſtilities in countries that took no part 
in this war; to fall upon them contrary 
to the laws of war, under the fraudulent 


3 of being friends, to light up de- 


iberately che fire of war in thole ſtates of 


the Empire; to purſue the patroles and 


advanced guards under the cannon, and 
even within the inner barriers of a fortreſs 
of the Empire; nay, and to attempt to 
draw out the imperial garriſonin poſſeſſion 
of it ; tho, on the other hand, an exact 


naeutrality had been always maintained, 


nd chis to fuch a degree as to ſuffer che 
bridges of haats belonging to the 1 * 
FOI . te. 
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, poſe, ſans y mettre aucun obſtacle, ni les 


arreter. _ Wo | 
Ainſi, de ſavoir auquel des deux partis 
on peut avec le plus de juſtice attribuer 
des excès ſi contraires à la paix de I'Em- 
pire, C'eſt une choſe qui ſe montre d'elle- 
meme ; Et, outre cela, on en a fourni 
s preuves en detail dans les lettres du 
comte de Seckendorf, qu'on vient de ren- 
dre publiques. On y voir particuliére- 


ment, que la prétendue revue de nos 


troupes devant des commiſſaires du roi de 
France eſt une pure fiction; que leur en- 
tretien n'eſt nullement une choſe qu'on 
puiſſe raiſonnablement Nous reprocher, 
puiſque cela ne provient que d'une necel- 
fit indiſpenſable ou l'on nous met, en 


nous retenant injuſtement encore a pre- 


ſent nos etats imperieux, electoraux, & 
héréditaires, & qu'on ne peut pas nous 
reprocher pour cela une dependance de 
cette couronne. On y voit, qu'auſſi 
longtems que le comte de Seckendorf's eſt 


. tonu a Philipabourg & aux environs, on 


n'y a laifſe enirer aucun ſoldat Frangeis, 
ui fararme ; mais que pour ſa ſurere, & 
Fa defenſe contre une nombreuſe armee 
qui s avangoit, on à emploie quelques 
188 | ALDO 25414, hommes 


* 

. 
fite party, to paſs by without ſtopping or 
moleſting them. 8 
So that to decide to which of the two 
parties one ought with juſtice to attri- 
bute exceſſes, ſo directly contrary to the 
ace of the empire, is a thing that ſuffi - 
ciently ſhews itſelf; and beſides which we 
have furniſhed the fulleſt proofs poſſible in 
the letters of count Szeckendorff, that have 
been already publiſhed. It may be there 
particularly ſeen, that as to the pretended 
review of our troops before the commiſ- 
ſar ies of the king of France, it was an ab- 
ſolute fiction; that their being paid by 
him, is a thing with which in reaſon we 
ought not to be reproached, becauſe it 
proceeds from an indiſpenſable neceſſity, 
into which we have been driven by their 
deraining from us at preſent our imperial, 
electoral and hereditary dominions, ſo 
that they ought not therefore to reproach 
us on that account, with our dependance 
on that crown, In thoſe letters it may 
be ſeen, that as long as count 3 
remained with his troops at Philipsburgb, 
and in its neighbourhood, there was not 
ſo much as a ſingle French ſoldier permit- 
ted to enter the place with his arms; but 
that indeed for the ſecurity and defence of 
the place, againſt a numerous army that 
Was 
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hommes des troupes Allemandes, qui 
Etoient de l'autre cots du Rhin; & qu'on 
les a fait travailler aux ouvrages de cette 
place, en leut payant leur journées: er. 
c eſt ce que pas un homme raiſonnable ne 

peut trouver mauvais, Encore moins 
peut on le regarder comme une demarche 
contraire à ſon ſerment & à ſon devoir, 
puiſque tout autre brave general & com- 
mandant, atrache par ſerment & par de- 
voir à ſon empereur & ſeigneur, & reſolu 
de faire fidelement ſon devoir, n'auroit 
as manque de ſe ſervir de pareils moiens 

e defenſe pour la conſervation de Varmee. 
ui eſt ſous ſes ordres, dans les circon- 
nces ou etoit le compte, ſans qu'on pac, 
avec raiſon lui en faire un reprache, comme 
gil edt commis un attentat. Une choſe, 
ui n'a pas plus de fondement, & qu'on 
n'avance que pour avilir & faire mepriſer 
nos troupes, c'eſt qu'on dit que le comte 
de Seckendorf s eſt enfui de Philipsbourg 
ayes, precipitation, pendant qu au con- 
traire il a fait voir reellement combien 
peu il eraignoit toute l'armée ennemie, 
& que nos troupes qu'il commande, non 
ſeulement ſont demeurees de pic ferme 
ans leur camp appres de Philip/burgh li. 

pace de bien des ſemaines, & ont ſouvent 

repoulſe avec intrepidits les attaques des 
| 1 ennemis. 
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was advancing towards it, there had been 
| ſome men our of the German troops, on 

the other fide the Rhine, employed to 
work on the fortifications, for which they 
were paid their day's wages, and in this 
ſurely no reaſonable man can ſee any thin 
amiſs ; much leſs ought it to be conſider 
as an act contrary to hisoath and his duty, 
becauſe any other brave general and com- 
mander, bound by his oath and by his 
duty to his emperor and lord, and reſolv d 
faithfully to diſcharge his truſt, would 
have failed of making uſe of the like 
means of defence, for the preſervation of 
an army under his orders, in the circum- 
Nances in which the count found himſelf, 
without running any hazard of being re- 
proach'd, with reaſon, as. having com- 
mitted a crime. Another thing which 
had as little foundation, and which was 
advanced only to vilify and throw dirt on 
our troops, is the ſaying that countSecken- 
dorff fled from Phil;psburgh with great 
W whereas, on the contrary, 

e had ſhewn how little he feared” the 
enemy's whole army, and that our troops 
under his command, not only waited for 
them in their camp for the ſpace of man 
weeks, but alſo repulſed with intrepidity 
every attack of the enemy, who thereby 

ſuſtained 
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ennemis, qui y ont toujours confiderable- 


ment perdu. A peine en tout ce tems · là ont- 


elles perdu trente hommes. Et enfin 
depuis le paſſage du Rhin juſqu'a preſent, 


en tout, y compris ſes morts, les bleſles 


& les priſonniers, à peine la perte ſe mon- 
te · t· elle à goo Hommes; tandis qu'au 
contraire, depuis la mEme epoque du 
commencement de la campagne, la perte 


des ennemis va à pluſieurs milliers. 


Dod il eſt palpable qu'il faut de deux 


choſes lune, ou que ! Ecrivain, qui trom- 


pe de tant de milliers & de centaines, doit 
avoir eu de mauvaiſes relations de l' Ar- 
mee; ou qua Vienne, par un aveuglement 
particulier, on ſoit uniquement diſpoſe a 


enviſager tous les evènemens, de quelque 


maniere que les choſes tournent, comme 
$'ils Etolent a og 3 de cette Cour, & 
a les vouloir faire paſſer pour d'heureux 
ſucces de ſes armes & comme des preſages 
infaillibles d'une victoiĩre complette, II 
eſt du moins certain, que nos troupes & 
celles de nos allies dans la derniere action, 
lorſqu'on a force les lignes (ou les trou- 
pes Hongroi ſes, quoiqu'elles euſſent devant 


elles de forts retranchements, des rivieres, 


& de bonnes murailles, ont et& forcees de 
prendre la fuite) ont fait aſſea voir 151. 
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ſuſtained conſiderable loſs ; while ours in 
all that time ſcarce loſt thirty men. And 
ſince then from the time of the paſſage of 
the Rhine, they have loſt in the whole, in- 
cluding dead, wounded and priſoners, at 
the very utmoſt, not more than goo men, 
whereas on the contrary from the begin- 
ning of the campaign to the ſame time, 
the loſs of the enemy amounts to ma- 
ny thouſands. dee ger. 

It is moſt evident from hence, that one 
of theſe two things muſt be true, viz. 
that either the writer who is thus deceiv'd 
in thouſands, and hundreds, muſt have 
had very bad intelligence from the army, 
or that at Vienna, from a particular kind 
of Blindneſs, they are determin'd to ſee. 
all events in the ſame light, however 
things may really fall out; that is co ſay, 
as being always advantageous to that 
court, and ſo as that the happy ſucceſs 
of their arms, may paſs for infallible pre- 
ſages of a compleat victory. It is at leaſt 
certain, that our troops, and thoſe of our 
allies in the laſt action, when they forc'd 
the lines, (where the Hungarian troops, 

tho” they had before them ſtrong retrench- 
ments, rivers, and even ſtone walls, were 
oblig'd to find their ſafety in flight) have 
ſufficiently ſhewn, chat they are much 
TER better 
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les valent beaucoup mieux qu'on ne di- 
ſoit, & qu elles ne mericent ni le rabais, 
' hi le mepris qu'on affecte d'en faire. 


Que notre armèe ſe ſoit retirte des en- 


virons de Pbilipslourg a l'autre c6t6 du 


Nbin en bon ordre, & ſans aucune nëceſ- 


fice preſſante, cela ne s eſt pas fait ſans de 


fortes raiſons; & c'eſt ſur quoi Nous 


navons aucun compre a rendre à la cour 


de Vienne, qui auroit toujours voulu te- 
nir notre armee en des lieux, on elle ee 


Eté entource d'ennemis, privee de ſubſi- 
ſtance, & abandonnee de tout ſecours. 


Nous n'avons pas à Nous juſtifier en- 


vers elle, Nous qui, en perſiſtant dans 
nos engagemens, ne perdons jamais de 


vue les obligations atcachees à notre dig- 
nite d'empereur, qui prevalent toujours 


| fur nos propres interets & ſur les avanta- 
ges de notre maiſon; Nous, qui avons 
toujours pour objet un ſoin imperial & 


paternal pour le ſalut & le bien general 
de l'empire; &, par conſequent, Nous 


n'avons jamais eu la penſce d entreprendre 
la moindre choſe qui y ſair contraire, & 


deſadvantageuſe a l. Alemagne, notre pa- 
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better than theſe people would repre- 
ſent them, and that they by no means merit 
that ſcorn and contempt with which they 
affect to treat them. a 
That our army retir'd: from Philipsbourg | 

to the other fide of the Rhine in good 
Order, and without any preſſing neceſſity, 
was grounded upon - good reaſons, but 


vhat they were, we ate not bound to ex- 


plain to the court of Vienna, who no doubt 
would very willingly have had our army 
always in places, where they might be 

ſurrounded with enemies, be depriv'd of 


proviſions, and be in no condition of re. 4 


ceiving ſucedurs. 

We are not ſurely oblig a to juſtify 
ourſelves-to that court; we, who in per- 
ſiſting in our engagements never loſe ſight 
of the obligations attach'd to our dignity 
of emperor, which ſhall always prevail 
over our private intereſts, and the advan- 
tages of our houſe. We, whoſe princi- 
pal care has always been an imperial and 
paternal regard for the ſafety and com- 
mon good of the empire, and of conſe- 
quence, we, who have never had even ſo 

much as a thought of attempting the 
ſmalleſt thing that could be contrary or 
5 to Cam our _ 
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cent; encore moins riens qui tende à eau - 


ſer quelque dommage a I Empire, dont 
nous nous reconnoiſſons ,obligees de pro- 
curer Vhonneur & Vayantage en toute oc - 
caſion. Ils font au contraire con forme 


en tout à la juſtice & aux conſtitut ions de 
I Empire, c eſt ce qui eſt connu de Dieu. 


Aqui tien n'eſt cache, en la puiſſante aſ- 


ſiſtance de qui nous mettons toute notre 
confiance ; eſperant, qu'il abaiſſera Tore 


tent toutes les vbies d'accommodement les 


plus ſincères, &-qu'apres des perſecutions. 


inoüies, ſouffertes avec une extreme pa- 


tience & longanimite, il benira nos armes, 
nos rẽſolutions, & nos juſtes entrepriſes. 
Nous vivons dans cette eſpërance, fondee 
ſur la juſtice de notre cauſe. Elle Nous 
ſortiſie ſans ceſſe, & Nous attendans avec 
courage l iſſue qui Nous juſtifiera, & fera 


connoitre que Nous ne ſommes engages 


en aucune de ces obligations qu'on vou- 


drait faire paſſer dans le monde pour de- 


naturses & inerelables; & on doit dau- 
tant mains trouver 2 redire à nos alliances 


avec les puiſſances etrangères, qu'on na 
Xa et ROS. 1 pas 


Nos engagemens, dont Nous venons 
parler, ne contiennent rien qu on pu- 
iſſe nommer injuſte, ou deraiſonnable, 
tien qui ſoit au prejudice d'untiers inno- 


gueil de nos injuſtes Ennemis, qui rejet- 
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Our engagements of which. we were 
ſpeaking, contain nothing that can be 
call'd unjuſt or unreaſonable, nothing 
that can be prejudicial to a third innocent 
perſon, and till leſs any thing that can 
cauſe the leaſt damage to the empire, of 
which we acknowledge ourſelves bound 
to procure the honour and advantage on 
every occaſion: they are on the. contrary 
conformable in every reſpect to juſtice, 
and to the conſtitution of the empire, as 
is known unto God, from whom por . 
can be hid, and in whoſe powerful aſſiſ- 
tance we place all our confidence, ho- 
ping that he will abaſe the pride of our 
unjuſt enemies, who reject all offers of 
accommodation however ſincete, and who 
after unheard of perſecutions, ſuffer d 
with the utmoſt patience and refignation,, 
will blefs our arms, our reſolutions, and 
our juſt enterprizes. In theſe hopes we 
live, as founded on the juſtice of our 
cauſe, Theſe hopes will always ſupport. 
us, and we wait with courage the iſſue 
chat ſhall juſtify us, and make it known 
that we have not engag d in any ſuch ob 
ligation as they would paſs upon the 
world for unnatural and incredible; and 
they ought to find fault the leſs with our 
alliances with foreign powers, unleſs they 

_ Rk > 7 8s have 
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pas traits de denaturees & d'incroiables | 
celles qu'on fait nos predeceſſeurs a Vem-' 
pire, les empereurs Remains de la maiſon, 
d Autricbe, qui ſe ſont allies avec IE 
pagne, la France, I Angleterre, & autres 
n en ont tire des Subſides, 

orſque le tems, les circonſtances, & leut 


* 


ipterer propre le demandoient. 


Le public raiſor nable de ſe laiſſera pas 
facilement perſuader, que le cour de Vi- 


enne ſe ſoit propole, & le propoſe encore 


pour but de ſes operations militaires, ou 
elle agit avec toutes ſes forces, de revendi- 


quer pour Empire les anciennes frontie- 


res, elle qui depuis peu sen eſt ſi peu mi- 
5 en peine pour ſes propres inter ts. La 
guerre preſente I 700 origine la conteſta- 


lion ſur la ſucceſſion Autrichienne, & on 


14 continue pour cet objet. L Empire 
n'eſt nullement en guerre avec la couron- 
ne de France. On ne veut portant pas 
diet, que les vues de la cour de Vienne ne 
ſoient a ſon ordinaire de chercher, & de 
trouver quelqu'un qui paye pour elle, 


. comme il eſt ſouvent arrive ci-devant, 


lorſque ces mEmes pays qu'on parle ajourd 


e e Tang, 


fois facrifies, & on. EiE les innocentes vic- 
times de ces ſortes de paiemens. 
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(17) 
have a mind to treat as unnatural and in- 
credible thoſe made by our predeceſſors in 
the empire, the Roman emperors of the 
houſe of Auſtria, who have leagued with 
Spain, France, England, and other pow- 


ers, and have drawn ſubſidies from them 


all, when ſeaſons, circumſtantes, and 
their own intereſts made ir requiſite. ' + | 


Thhe reaſonable part of the publick will 


not ſuffer itſelf to be petſwaded that the 
court of Vienna only 3 and ſtill. 
propoſes as the end of thoſe military ope- 


_ rations, in which the a all her 


forces, the recovering for the empire her 
ancient frontiers, for her who has taken 
ſo little pains of late for her own inter- 
eſt. The preſenr War had its origin in 
che diſpute on account of the Auſtrian 
ſucceſſion, and is continued ſolely with 
View- The empire is engaged in no war 
whatſoever with the crown of France. One 
cannot however deny, that it is agreeable 
to the old practice of the court of Vienna 
to look out, and to find ſomebody to pay 


her ſhare, as has often happened heretofore, 
when the very countries, that ſhe now 


talks of recovering, were more than once 
ſacrificed, and have been made the inno - 
cent victims of theſe ſort of payments. 
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"Ts chimere tant de fois algo. 
duoiqu elle ne ſoit ni fondee, ni naturelle, 

vraiſemblable, c'eſt ce que de la part 
© - la cour de Vienne on ne ſe fait point 
ſerupule de publier par ᷑crit & d'affurer ; 
5 que nous avons eu deſſein de ſacri- 
fier les deux prelatures de Paderbon & de 
Fulde aux vues de la France. Nous avons 
aſſez ſouvent declare, que nous ne deman- 
dons ni ſatisfaction ni dedommagemenc 
de nos pertes à aucune cour, ſi non à celle 


C ne ſe contente pas de ſe ſaiſir d'une 


uccefſion, qui nous eſt devolvé; mais 
985 nous retient d'une maniere injuſte 

violente nos etats patrimoniaux, ſur 
+ quels elle na nulle pretenfion. Nous 
avons proteſts, qu'il ne nous Etoit jamais 
venũ dans la penſee de depouiller de leurs 
pays les autres princes & etats del Empire, 
moins encore cieux qui poſſedent des pre- 
latures, & beaucoup moins un frere; ce 
qui, feroic denature, ou un prince qui a 
pour vous & pour Ern un extreme 
devouement. 

II eſt vrai que Þ ecrivain de Vienne Sen. 
remet la deſſus à deux lettres du marquis 
de Villaria ou comte de Bene. Or, de fas. 
voir ſi ces letttes ſont vraies ou fauſſes, ori- 


ew. ou FOR, on veut bien les 
laiſſer 
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court, except from that, which not con- 


vol ved to us, has alſo retained with equal 


prince who has for us 


FZ 
There is a certain chimera, which 
often been alledged tho' it is without foun- 


dation, not at all natural, nor has it the leaſt 


appearance of truth, yet even this chime- 
ra, the court of Vienna has made no ſcru- 
ple of publiſhing and afferting in print, 
viz, that we havea deſign to ſacrifice the 
two.prelatures of Paderborn and Fulde to 
the views of France. We have often de- 
elared that we demand no ſatis faction, no 
indemnification of our loſſes from any 


tented with ſeizing a ſucceſſion that de- 


violence and injuſtice our patrimonial do- 
minions, upon which they have no pre- 


tenſions, We have proteſted that it never 


entered ſo much as into our thoughts, to 
deſpoil of their countries the other princes 
and ſtates of the empire, much leſs thoſe 
poſſeſſed of theſe ptelãtures, eſpecially a 
brother which would be unnatural, or a2 
ald the empire an 
extreme de votion. * 


It is true, that the Scribe of Vienna 
refers us upon this head to two Letters 


from the Marquis de Villarias to the 
Count de Bene. Now without examin- 
ing whether theſe letters are true or falſe, 


originals or fuppoſicious, we are willing. 
| : | to 


1 
kifſer-pour ce quelles ſont; auſſi biem de 
da 'maniere qu'elles ſont imprimées, on 
n'y voit pas un ſeul mot du ſacrifice de 
ces deux prelatures, qui nous eſt fauſſe- 
ment imputé. 

Par ce ſeul exemple qui a etè preceds 
de tant d autres, il y a lieu d'eſperer, que 
tout le public ſera convaincu qui font 
ceux qui emploient ſans ceſſe des artifices 
qu'ils inventent, & de quel coce on ſe ſert 
de voies tenebreuſes, illicites, & inſoute- 
nables; & cela uniquement pour boule- 
verſer tout dans I Empire, pour ſoulever 
les etats de I' Empire contre nous, leur chef 
facre, pour les en detacher, & dans la vue 
de ſemer d'une mauière deceſtable Ja divi- 
ſion, & la meſintelligence non ſeulement 
entre les principales maiſon de I HEmpire; 
mais mème entre les proches parens, & 
par 1a parvenit enfin a renverſer les conſti- 
rutions de | Empire, & A llentrainer meme 
dans une ruine irreparable. 

Si donc jamais tous les vrais patriotes 
Allemands, electeurs, princes & etats de 
Empire, ont eu raiſon d'infiſter avec un 

joſte zele & avec vigucur, pour que notre 
artie adverſe, conformément au devoir 
d'un etat de i Empire. Nous traite comme 
il convient d'en traiter le chef ſupreme, 
N rende prealablement nos etats-elcc- 
tor aux 


„ K 
to leave them as they are, nay. even take 
them as they have printed them, one finds 
not there ſo much as a ſingle word of the 
ſacrifice of theſe two Prelatures, Which 
with ſo. much falſhood is imputed to us. 
By this ſingle example, which has been 
preceeded by ſo many others, there is rea- 
ſon to hope that the publick in general 
will be convinced of who they are, who 
employ without ceaſing the artifices the 
invent, and which fide it is that ſerves 1t- 
ſelf of dark, illicit and unjuſtifiable ways, 
and all this only to overturn every thing 
in the Empire, to ſpirit up the States of 
the Empire againſt Us their Anointed 
Chief, to detach. from Us, and to ſow, in 
a manner, the moſt - deteſtable, diviſions 
and miſunderſtandings, not only amongſt 
the principal Houſes of the Empire, bur 
even among the neareſt relations; and 
theteby to compaſs their end of over- 
turning the conſtitutions of the Empire, 
and even bringing on it irreparable ruin. 
If ever therefore all the true German 
Patriots, Electors, Princes, and States of 
the Empire, have had reaſon to inſiſt 
with a ok zeal, that our Adverſary, con- 
formable to a State of the Empire, ſhould 
treat Us as its Supreme Head ought to be 
treated, ſhould in the firſt place reſtore 
_ 


| 7 $cre dans les circonſtances preſenites. 


4 _ 
woraur d patrimoniur ꝗu elle nous reti- | 
ent injuſtement. Nous donne une fariſ- 
faction convenable fur nos — 
aufſi ſolides que juſtes; 3 gr elle 

eure de de 


A cœur Favancage, le 
I Enpire, qu Ales — de c erlom- 


nies denatur des & imctviables, & de ces o- 


dieuſes in 
Fun etat de I Empire, il paroĩt que ce doit 


Si de cette maniere la cour de Viemme, 
ar une diſpoſition fincere, prenoit des 
imens plus doux, & qu elle voulät ſe 

dliſter de la reſolution qu'elle a priſe d ir- 
riter Allemand contre Allemand & da- 
- n6antir totalement notre maiſon elector- 
ale, aux pretenſions de le elle à tou 
rs eu ſoin de preferer celles de toutes 
autres ou pourroit alors eſperer, que 
la tranquilitẽ, que nous fouhaitons fi ky 
Gonemenc, & pour laquelle nous avons 
en effet marque- b ardeur, ſe 
rEcablicoir ſur un pie ſolide & durable 
dans I Alemagne, notre chere patrie. Par 

A] on reconnoirroit par les fruits mEmes 
le veritable deſir & la porer&e fi vantee 
de la manière de penſer de la partie = 
verſe ; ce qui pourtant, apres que, de 
notre c6re, Nous avons deja fait depuis 
9K ce que le public pou vt 


attendre 


ſt contraires au devoir 


I | 
en n 
to Us our ele&oral and patrimonial eſtates, 
_ which it unjuſtly detains, that it hould 
give us a proper ſatisfaction for our pre- 
renſions, equally ſolid and juſt, that ic 
ſhould take more to heart the advantage, 
roſpericy, and ſafety of the Empire, that 
it ſhould abſtain from calumnies, unna- 
tural and incredible, and thoſe odious in- 
trigues ſo contrary to the duty of a State 
of the Empire, it appears that they ought 
to do it in the preſent circ © ag 
If in this manner, the court of Vienna 
from a ſincere diſpoſicion aſſumes 
ſentiments, and ſhall be willing to deſiſt 
from the reſolution: ſhe has taken of irri- 
cating Germans againſt Germens, and of 
totally extinguiſhing our electoral houſe, 
to the pretenſions of which ſhe has always 
taken care to prefer thoſe of every other 
perſon, we may then hope, that the 
tranquility we ſo paſſionately wiſh, and 
for which we have given marks of our 
extreme ardour, ſhall be eſtabliſhed on 2 
ſolid and durable foot, in Germany our 
moſt dear country. By this we ſhould 
diſcern by its fruits that real deſire, and 
that purity ſo much boaſted of by our 
adverſary, which yet would not be till on 
our ſide we had for a long time given to 
the public in general, all the marks _ 
cou 
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attendre.de notre Rn acif que & de 
notte dif ofition continye EA la Nebel. 
Hation, ' ſt devenu une chte qui eſt plbs 
Adefiret qu A attendre de 14 Port de notte 
adverſarie: cependant naps n en renod- 
vellons pas mains les aſſurances, que nous 
*ayons tant de fois données, que de méme, 
1 7 le malheur, ni les evEnemens defo- 
ntageux & contraires ne ſont pas Capa- 
| *bles de nous effrayer & de nous abattre, 
de meme dans les tems plus heureux, 'que. 
nous atrendons de la juſte main de Died, 
nous ne hous POE e d'un 
Ehangement favorable. 0/64 
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Ceſt ce que vous 5 falte compren- 
dre aux lieux o 11 conviendra, Au 
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(1s) 
could be expected of our pacific - tem- 
per, and our continual diſpoſition to a 
'reconciliation, which is a thing rather to 
be deſired than expected on the part of 
our adverſary : However we renew ne- 
vertheleſs thoſe aſſurances, which we 
have ſo often given, as well as that no 
misfortune, no diſadvantagions and con- 
trary events, are capable of frighting or 
caſting us down, or that thoſe favourable 
times, which we expect from the juſt 
hand of Almighty God, ſhall ever change 
in us this equitable temper. ; 


' This is what you ſhall render publirk in 
ſucb places as it ſhall be convenient. As tg 
the reſt, &c. 
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